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AC ‘Fail S Res P
rom Turning Into War

Let a colonel at the Strategié
Alr Command here picture the
rest of It for you:

“You know that the Presi-
dent of the United States-has

authorized your attack. Tt{‘ijlz .

I

auhial

.....

Invasion Plan.

You have been dispatched
with a complete invasion plan,
Roufes across the ehemy boré,
orte terget-—iritermate

(Copvrisht 1954, by United Press.
OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE,
Nebr, April 9—Imaglne that
you are commander of a B-52
jet bomber of the United States
Strategle Air Command. You
are in flight toward an enemy
target. You are carrying
thermo-nuclear hombs, capable
of more destructive fouce tharr
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- Volep—ta et
routes to an alternate farget)]
oules across the face of the

et ooy

weated long years of training,
fr‘»u‘mng the awesome husiness
ol just exactly how you will
wipe a target off the face'o!

gecond.
. TYOur route 1noto the enemy s

enemy country and out again,
You have thore than one atomie
bomb. You ‘have fuel f?r 6000

miles, : ' N
. Do you ‘progeed to youp tare
get,.does yotir bombardier presg:

the button and does the first

.the combined American and
Britlsh Air Forces delivered in
all of Wourld War-II. -

This is not practice. Eight:
minutes  age vou were dis- |
patched fro:n base. You are
hound northwavd across thel
. Fole, Ilving faster than thei
“speed of sound.

Fourteen minutes ago your
base. and everv other SAC
base fn the world, received a
flash from the Dewline (Distant
early warning) network across .
Narthern Canada that the radar
scopes {ndicated a convergence
of foreign ohjects flying swiftly
toward the United States.

The forelgn objects are too
- fast to be aireraft. Is this a
flight of intevcontinental mis-
siles  with  atomic warheads |
hournd for the citles of the
United States and Canada?

15-Minute Warning,

Ilight-time for missiles from
Eastern Furope to North A mer-
lea s 30 minutes. The Dew-
line gave your base 15 minutes
- warning,  Your aricraft was
the last af the sortie off the
; runway; you were afrborne in
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six minutes; you have been
. flying for eight minutes; enemy
inissiles  which  must have

passed you in flizht would be

- dun to wirike North America in i

But this is ore thing that you
alonc do nnt know: "Since your .
takeoff, the foreign objects
picked vy on the radar séopes
turned out to be a shower of
metenrites v
Other arceraft in your sortie
have heen tuened back by radio,
but in spite of the trigger-
Jauvick efficiency of the com-
mond s hich disnatehed vou,
aud of the girnt ajreraft under
you hand, there® has been a-
failure

Som:rone has said that a
battle i5 a 142 i¢s of errors and |
Victorv goes (2 the side that
makcs the €agest number. The
crror o whlea vou find your-
Crelf fs that eew 00d not receive
e oturn-back gignal, .

|

Approvved For R

Che  gnptate . Other Untted
States bmmbers are in the air
Al over rthe world with re.
prisal hombe. *

atomle ,bomb go “down the
chminey” to start World War
II1? Al this because onc of
SAC's vast fleet of "hombhers
failed 0 receive a tyrn-back
order? .

Not so0. You are <aved, vou
and many others, by a pospre
fully simple plan called “Feil
¢ Sufe." It is proof wpainst crrer,
human or mechanlical. .

“Fafl Safe™ somplv Instricts

vou to proceed taward yan
- turget for a fised amumber of
—gp——— e .

" ‘nautieal miles and then turn
back—"Fail Safe"—Iif for any |

reason you do not at that point

-and at that moment receive

coded orders to continue to
your target,
Happens Many Times.
This actually hai happencd

! many times. The great eounter-

+offenslve striking force of the
SAC has been sped on its way
by alerts crealed by meteoric
flights registering an the dew-
lne radar scopes, or by inter.'
ference of high ' frequency
transmitters creating artificial
. “blips,” or by the appearance’
of foreign objects on the scope’

. flying in seeming formation, -

+ which simply never have, been
. explalned. :
! “The compression of time in:
"the atomic age 1s such that
{SAC must be

stantaneous counter - attack,”
| says Gen. Thomas S., Power,
| SAC's commander-in-chief.

Time does not permit hold-
!ing bombing aireraft on the
'ground while alarms ure
- vestigated. The Investigations
take place while the bombers’
‘are‘on their way toward the
target.

The Alr Force pl
LB ||

curs, the atomic exchange
! phase will all be’over in the
 first four hours,
‘An Order to Continue.
‘But you are &t-the cortrols
of ethe B-53 esgain, your
radio is functionings you have
‘reached the ‘“Fall Safe' line.
This time, instead of ag order
| to return or no orders, n* sll,
a raspingf voice In ycape car-

[gqﬁ ;%‘m"” fem
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Anners be-

v

fn constantly:
alert status and ready for in- -

ORI

tountry, every detail of your
‘target and the task before you,,
are burned deep into your
memory. You have practiced |
this mission, now become
. reality, until you epuld carry {t ¢
-out blndfolded. : L
Failed to Keep Peace.,
“This is {he moment you
have dadieated veur life to
prevent.* The (it of vour stom- -
ach is sivk with, the thing you
must dn and sick with the -
knowlrdze that you and all the
people of Lhe Strategic Alr
Command have {ailed to keep
the veucc. |
“PFor .this 3 SAC's primary
tdission, its rearon for belng:?
to be strovcer and grow strong- |
. ¢r, to deter the enemy from
ever exploding a nuclear bomb
‘in anger.”” ' . i
i The next time you sece a
“vapor trail high in the spring-
time sky, consider the chance
that if the mireroscopic speck
ahead of it is a bomber, it will
have in its bay.a greater de-
-structive force than this coun-
try and Britain together were
able to dellver on ruined Ger-
nmuny all through World War
1L

|

If .the alrcraft is heading |-
northward, join a sllent prayer
with that of the man at the
- controls that it will have rea- |

{ son to “Fail Safe.” .
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eve that {{ World War 1IT oc- |
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